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Tēnā koutou katoa, Maranatha Whānau 
 
While the weather has been wild with related slips and disruptions (including our school sign being blown 
off the office wall!), the past few weeks at Maranatha have been full of exciting activities as students 
continue to Grow as Christ-Centred Learners and Leaders’. 
 
Special Moments from recent weeks… 
 

               
Mr Farrand’s Lesson    Pastor John’s Message  Cultural Dances & Impi’s Birthday (Kiwi Class)l 
 
As we explore this term’s theme of “God is Truth”, I had the opportunity to share an object lesson with 
the school based on 2 Corinthians 12:8-9. With poles, rope and a few volunteers, we explored how God’s 
grace is sufficient and that when we are weak, He remains strong. 
 
A recent highlight was a visit from a former student and MCS Cup recipient, Brooke Fransen, who shared 
her journey to becoming a Christian recording artist. Brooke performed two songs for us, one cover and 
one original, with students singing along with her (see links below) 
 
Brooke encouraged students to work hard at developing the gifts and talents that God has given them. 
Brooke’s visit was a great motivator for students considering entering this year’s Maranatha’s Got 
Talent. She exemplifies how to act with love, integrity, faith and excellence. 
 
Brooke Fransen (Oceans - Live, supported by MCS Students) ) - CLICK HERE! 
 
Brooke Fransen (Streets of Gold - Live, supported by MCS Students) ) - CLICK HERE! 
 
This week I received some wonderful feedback from staff at Avalon Intermediate about our Year 7 & 8 
students who attend speciality subjects there each week. Feedback included, “best-behaved school”, 
“I could cover more advanced content than usual due to their amazing focus and desire to 
learn” and “an absolute pleasure to teach”. I am so proud of our students for ‘walking the talk’ and 
showing Christ’s L.I.F.E values to those around them at Avalon Intermediate. 
 
Looking Ahead… 
Next week, we have our Learning Conferences where teachers, students and parents/whānau meet to 
discuss student progress and learning. This is an important part of the reporting cycle. If you need 
assistance with booking a Learning Conference, please contact the school office. 
Kia pai tō rā whakatā (Have a fantastic weekend). 
 
Ngā mihi & blessings, 
Steve Farrand 
Principal/Tumuaki 
 
 
 

 
 

 

John 16:13-15(NIV) 
 
“But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. 
He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will 
tell you what is yet to come. He will glorify me because it is from me that he 
will receive what he will make known to you. All that belongs to the Father 
is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make 
known to you.” 



 
 
  

Coming Up…  
 
Tuesday, 30 Aug - Thursday, 1 Sept Learning Conferences 
Wednesday, 31 August   Welcome Assembly, 2-3pm 
Thursday, 1 September   Y7 & 8 Technology 
Wednesday, 7 September   Extra Technology Session Y7 (Food Tech) 
Wednesday, 7 - Friday, 9 September Year 4-6 Camp (EI Rancho) 
Thursday, 8 September   Year 7 & 8 Technology 
Tuesday, 13 September   Extra Technology Session Y7 & 8 
      Assembly, 2-3pm 
Wednesday, 14 September  MCS Got Talent Finals 
Thursday, 15 September   Year 7 & 8 Technology 
Monday 19 Sept, Tuesday 20 Sept, 
Wednesday 21 Sept, Friday, 23 Sept School Swimming (Huia Pool, afternoons) 
Tuesday, 20 September   BoT Meeting 
Monday, 26 Sept – Wed, 28 Sept School Swimming (Huia Pool, afternoons) 
Thursday, 22 September   Y7 & 8 Technology 
Thursday, 29 September   Y7 & 8 Technology 
Friday, 30 September   Last day of Term 3 
 
Lunchonline Dates:  
 

                  
Notices:  
 
Term Dates for 2022 
Term 3: Monday, 25 July – Friday, 30 September 
Term 4: Monday, 17 October – Friday, 16 December 
 
Term Dates for 2023 
Term 1: Wednesday, 1 February – Thursday, 6 April 
Term 2: Monday, 24 April – Friday, 30 June 
Term 3: Monday, 17 July – Friday, 22 September 
Term 4: Monday, 9 October – Friday, 15 December 
 
Reminders 

- Please let the school office know if your child will be leaving Maranatha at the end of 
the year. 

- The cut-off date for all Term 3, 2023 enrolment applications is on 25 October (for any 
student turning 5 between 30 May and 21 August 2023). 

 
 
  
 
    

2 September Hotdogs 

9 September Sushi 

16 September Hotdogs 

23 September Pita Pit 

30 September Hotdogs 
 



 
   

Welcome New Students 
A very warm welcome to our new students Jelawin Fasi and Kayla Henning. We hope you 
have settled in well and are meeting many new friends around school! 
 
Cultural Dance 
The topic for this term is Family and Friends. We are focussing on how God has made us all so 
different and yet all with the desire to love Him. To Him, we are all beloved children.  
 
On Wednesday and Friday afternoons the children have been splitting into cultural groups and 
learning a dance that represents our cultures and honours God. They have all been practicing 
very hard and will be performing their dances at assembly in Week 8.  
 

       
 
MCS Got Talent 
 
We had MCS Got Talent this week. The children were fantastic, showing the different talents 
that God gave us. 
 

        
 

      
 
Kotare STEAM Learning 

                     

This term Kotare has been having fun experimenting with different STEAM activities with Mrs 
Parlane on Thursdays, one of which was building balloon towers. We were put in small groups, 
and given the same amount of balloons, a cardboard base and a roll of tape. Our task was to 
design and create a balloon tower that could stand unsupported for three minutes.  

Science 
Technology 
Engineering 
Art 
Maths           
     



 

 
Some of the different techniques we used were stacks of four, or three,  and some 
people  randomly piled balloons on top of each other. One  element all the towers had in 
common, was that the last couple were always balanced precariously on top. We measured 
each tower to see whose was the tallest. 
 
When the class returned the next morning, we were eager to see what changes had happened 
overnight. In all of the towers at least one balloon had popped. Multiple supporting balloons 
had popped on one of the highest towers, which we named the Leaning Tower of Pisa. Most of 
the other towers didn’t suffer the same fate. 
 
We learnt that some strategies work while some didn’t.  We also learnt that you need to work 
really well with your  team and listen to everyone's ideas in order to accomplish a working 
strategy. Overall, this experiment was very enjoyable and we all achieved our goal.  
 
By Kaitlyn Gabbie and Orla Wierenga 
 
 
Happy Birthday Impi! 
Our Class Reading and Therapy dog, Impi, turned two this week!  
Kiwi class had a lot of fun celebrating with Impi and made him a sausage-cupcake for his 
birthday.  
 

    

 
 
Public Notices:  
 
                 
           
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thinking of Selling?  Talk to Tony! 
Tony Pitiroi has been gifting $250 from every house he sells 
to Maranatha over the past four years – we are truly blessed 
to have received these gifts.  Please give Tony a call on 021 
562 564 if you are considering selling.  Thank you Tony! 
 

 


